Human brain potential correlates of face encoding into memory.
ERPs elicited by photographs of unfamiliar faces were shown to be predictive for their later recognition. We established that these ERP differences were unrelated to fluctuations of attention or other non-specific factors during perceptual processing. Therefore they may be interpreted as manifestations of brain processes that correlate with memory encoding. The scalp topography of this ERP difference was bipolar with greater electrical positivity at frontal and greater negativity at parieto-temporal scalp sites. This topography appears to contrast with the more uniformly positive differences reported for verbal stimuli but is in accord with what might be expected for faces and complex visual stimuli.